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much worn, that remained as an additional coverlet upon
the roughly-hewn wooden cot, over which the sobbing
mother was bending.
" Nobody," I added, "will, therefore, make me believe
that Emperor William has not got a very soft spot in his
heart, and that beneath the mannerisms which he con-
siders it necessary to affect in order to maintain the dig-
nity of his position as emperor,—those mannerisms which
have given rise to so much misapprehension about his
character,—there is not concealed a very kindly spirit,
literally brimming over with generous impulses, which, if
more widely known, would serve to render the kaiser the
most popular, as he is the most interesting figure of Old
World royalty."
It is because Emperor Francis-Joseph and the veteran
King of Saxony are so thoroughly acquainted with his real
nature, that they are truly and honestly fond of him.
Both of them old men, with no sons in whom to seek sup-
port for the eventide of lives that have been saddened
by many a public and private sorrow, they entertain a
&therly affection for William, who as emperor treats them
in public as brother sovereigns, and as equals, but accords
to them in private the most touching filial deference and
regard, remembering full well the kindness which both of
them showed to him when he was still the much-snubbed,
and not altogether justly-treated " Prince William.'' They
on their side are led by his behavior towards them to re-
gard him in the light of a son.    Of course they cannot be
blind to Ms faults, but they are disposed to treat them with
an indulgence that is even more than paternal, and to see
m them relatively trivial defects, due to the manner in
which he was brought up, and which are certain to disap-
pear with advancing years and experience.

